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A Qualitative Study on the North Korean Defectors' Experiences in Children's
Education in South Korea.- Focusing on the Experiences of Protestants

X| A M (Sang-Sun Ji)”
& 2 XHEun-Ja Hyun)

ABSTRACT

This study is about the experience of education children of mothers escaping from North
Korea. Participants in the study were 10 mothers who escaped from North Korea. The data were
constructed by conducting one-on-one in-depth interviews. The researchers analyzed according
to the methods and procedures of ground theory suggested by Strauss and Corbin (1998).

The study results are as follows. As a result of open coding, 13 categories, 32 subcategories, and
124 concepts were derived. In axial coding, the causal condition appeared as fear of exclusion
from the center that forced assignment of the status on the people around, the causal condition
appeared as fear of exclusion from the center and forced assignment of the status on the people
around, the phenomena appeared as psychological to go back to the past and artificial oblivion
of reality in self-concealment, and the contextual condition appeared as distrust between
teachers and parents, alienation from the private education, fading hope, people around the
education and cultural impact. And the intervening condition appeared as minority solidarity
and Protestants community help, Action/interaction appeared as a challenge in optimistic
expectations and capitalization of strong vitality, and finally the consequence is categorized as

possibility planning.
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The main findings of the study were that the support and sponsor of the church played a
major mediating role in that North Korean refugee mothers overcome educational failures
and frustrations before dreaming a new dream. Based on the research results, the researchers
discussed the church's support and specific approaches to the education of North Korean

refugees' children.

Key words: North Korean Defectors, Children Education, Church Community, Cultural
Heterogeneity, Human Capital
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