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Answering Yuval Harari: A Christian Response to
Yuval Harari’s Writings on the History of Homo Sapiens

21 M 21 (Sung-Won Kim)

ABSTRACT

Yuval Harari has drawn worldwide attention for his three-volume work on the history
and the future of Homo Sapiens. From a bird’s eye perspective he clearly analyzes how
Homo Sapiens has become the ruler of the earth. What he found is Homo Sapiens’
amazing ability to cooperate together in a scale. Specifically that was Sapiens’ ability to
create great, fictitious stories such as monetary orders, imperial orders and even religions.

However, Harari’s over-simplified understanding and critique of religions as fictions
have raised legitimate concerns of many religious minds. Christianity is no exception,
and he sharply criticizes Christianity’s historical errors as well as explaining the Christian
doctrines and the Bible as fictional systems to justify social structuring of Homo Sapiens.

This paper is a response of a Christian theologian to Harari. This paper initially
summarizes Harari’s main arguments and shows his academic contributions. This
paper will also critically review the internal tensions and even discrepancies found
in Harari’s arguments. Then this paper more specifically discusses Harari’s view of
religion and Christianity. Finally this paper suggests a Christian vision to help Homo
Sapiens overcome the coming challenges of the near future.

Key words : Yuval Harari, Christianity, Homo Sapiens, Religion, Homo Deus, Future
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