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Exploring the Experiences and Support Needs of Current Special Educators
and Social Workers Working in Disability Ministries in Churches

2 7| = (Ki Heung Kim)**

ABSTRACT

This study examined the experiences and support needs of current special education
teachers and social workers serving in a church department for the disabled. Accordingly,
individual in-depth interviews were conducted with six research subjects in Busan, Daegu,
and Gyeongnam regions. As a result of the study, 7categories and 14subcategories were
derived from the experiences of the research subjects. In addition, two categories and four
subcategories emerged from the research subjects' support needs. Based on these research
results, two discussion points were presented. First, the research subjects appeared to have
limitations in demonstrating their expertise due to the church's environmental restrictions.
Second, the church must establish a firm awareness and commitment to the following
three questions in its ministry to the disabled. In other words, a deep discussion is needed
about the legitimacy of the church's ministry to the disabled, the content and scope of the
ministry to the disabled, and the methods of ministering to the disabled.

Key words: church, department for the disabled, special education teacher, social worker
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Table 1. Demographic information of research subjects
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Table 3. Results of analysis of research subjects’ experiences and support needs
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