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The Reality of ‘False Happiness’ Pursued by Criminals
and the Search for ‘True Happiness’

Z4 x4 21 (Jaemin Kim)**

ABSTRACT

Recent digital sex crimes can be attributed to perpetrators holding false concepts
of happiness. This paper aims to analyze the causes and characteristics of such false
happiness and explore the perspective of true happiness based on a biblical worldview.
Generally, the concept of happiness refers to human satisfaction and joy, but in modern
society, it has expanded to include self-realization and the achievement of ethical values.
The Bible argues that true happiness can be attained by practicing the moral standard of
“loving one’s neighbor” In contrast, the false happiness sought by certain criminals is
characterized by fleeting pleasures, material greed, and obsession with power, leading
them to commit illegal acts due to their distorted view of happiness. Such behavior harms
both individuals and society, and thus does not constitute true happiness. Utilizing the
‘false happiness theory’ to address crime issues allows for a comprehensive explanation
by integrating existing crime theories. Furthermore, the ‘true happiness theory’ based on
Christian worldview can address the limitations of traditional crime theories. Therefore, it
is essential to promote biblical discourses on happiness to understand the causes of crime
among certain types of offenders and to prevent crime effectively.
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