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Analysis of trends in Bible text and titles of Sunday sermon videos according to the
number of views on YouTube

ABSTRACT

Most mid- to large-sized churches in Korea share worship sermon videos through YouTube.
Shared sermon videos often include the sermon title and Bible text information. In this study, we
developed a computer program that automatically collects the views, sermon titles, and Bible text
of 4854 sermon videos from the YouTube channels of 28 mid- to large-sized churches in Korea.
Based on the information extracted through the program, we compared the number of views of the
sermon videos and the Bible text. We looked at the relationship between the number of views and
the title of the sermon. First, the source ratio of the Bible text for all collected sermons was 67:33
between the New Testament and the Old Testament. This ratio was found to be an increase in the
Old Testament ratio compared to 75:25, which was the result of past related research. Furthermore,
a study was conducted on the relationship between the number of views of sermon videos and the
source ratio. The lower the number of views, the higher the proportion of the New Testament, and
the higher the number of views, the lower the proportion of the New Testament. Second, we looked
at the relationship between the number of views of the sermon video and the keywords used in the
sermon title. When the sermon had a low number of views, it was found that the sermon title
contained many terms used within the church, and when the number of views was high, the sermon

title contained many words that were also used by non—christians.

Key Words: Youtube, Sunday sermon, The number of views, Bible, Sermon
title
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