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The Idea of Christian University in the 21% Century

0| & & (Kukwoon Lee)**

ABSTRACT

While presupposing the time-space specificity of Korea in 2025, this article aims to go
beyond the constraints as much as possible and suggest the direction Christian university
should move forward after the 21Ist century. The author seeks to find the origin of the
university system in Christian optimism, which stems from the belief of the ultimate
compatibility of the system of faith and reason, and tries to confirm whether it can
adequately respond to the challenges of extremes that threaten such a stance. To this end,
he searches what kind of structure medieval European universities created to achieve a
dynamic balance of faith and reason and how the structure transformed after the modern
era of the West under the rule of the Roman Catholic Church. Moreover he explores
the achievements of Immanuel Kant's theory of university reform and, as a result, how
distorted it was, by reviewing the reality of the university movement, which has fallen into
a so-called research-oriented “multiversity” at the mid-20th century. And he considers the
suggestion of Arthur Holmes, who advocated a new Christian university model, especially
focusing on liberal arts education at the undergraduate university level. Finally, he
demonstrates the need for a new perspective of Christian universities beyond the design of
Kant and Holmes in terms of the university movement based on Christian optimism. This
article is an attempt to suggest the direction of the 21st-century university movement for a
dynamic balance between faith and reason, transcendence and secularity.

Key words: Christian university, university movement, origin of university, history of
university, university reform, Immanuel Kant, Arthur Holmes
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Eoh= A

tish 259 &S AEA A™shs An7k AT thske] 29 Hedsto] A o, of=e g2t
ol o]ZuHt ‘Fg I} thgl (College of Liberal Art & Science)S thel Mo MZE FAIOZ A|
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Zto] A= o] YA T A% §lrk(Marginson, 2019: 60).
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=
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o) 22 199 7hao) A4 tietEe| AalF 1, 1 tHolA B9 thske Al vt} zlwt
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8) “Kantian reform made university an autonomous institution in society with a combination of three essential
elements: the corporate institution, the self-forming student, the knowledge-making faculty.” (Marginson 2019:61)
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