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A Comparative Study on the Principle of Subsidiarity
and the Theory of Sphere Sovereignty

ZI Cf o1 (Daein Kim)**

ABSTRACT

The ‘principle of subsidiarity’, which originated from the thought of Thomas Aquinas and
the Catholic social doctrine, states that a larger entity (typically the state) should intervene
to fulfill a task only when an individual or smaller entity is unable to accomplish it on its
own. Next, the ‘theory of sphere sovereignty’, developed by Dutch Calvinist thinkers such
as Abraham Kuyper and Herman Dooyweerd, refers to the idea that only God, the Creator,
exercises sovereign rule over all spheres, such as church, states, universities, businesses, and
families, so that each sphere has its own independent sovereignty and is not subordinate to
any other institution.

The principle of subsidiarity and the theory of sphere sovereignty show following
similarities and differences. Both principles have a sense of balance that avoids both
‘individualism’ and ‘collectivism’, pursues diversity in society, and seeks to control the
abuse of power by the state. The principle of subsidiarity envisioned a hierarchical social
order, while the theory of sphere sovereignty envisioned a horizontal social order.

It is important to recognize the precise place of these principles in the overall picture
of Catholic and Calvinist social thought from which they originated. In Catholic social
thought, we need to see the principle of subsidiarity in relation to concepts such as human
dignity, solidarity, and the common good, and in Calvinist social thought, we need to see
the theory of sphere sovereignty in relation to concepts such as human sinfulness and the
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sovereignty of God.

In considering these aspects, the principle of subsidiarity and the theory of sphere
sovereignty should be seen as complementary. First, the principle of subsidiarity tends to
view all groups as belonging to a holistic order called the state, which has the limitation of
not fully accounting for the diversity of social spheres. The theory of sphere sovereignty
has the advantage of overcoming the limitations of the principle of subsidiarity by viewing
the state as just one of many spheres. Second, the theory of sphere sovereignty does not
fully account for the interrelationships between governing orders, such as the relationship
between central and local governments. However, the principle of subsidiarity has the
advantage of explaining the primacy of local governments and the exceptional intervention
of the central government.

Thus, the principle of subsidiarity and the theory of sphere sovereignty, which are
complementary with each other, gives various implications for contemporary law. The
principle of subsidiarity has particular implications for local government law and social
welfare law, and the theory of sphere sovereignty has implications for ecclesiastical law,
higher education law, and social economic law.

Key words: principle of subsidiarity, theory of sphere sovereignty, Catholic social thought,
Calvinist social thought, Abraham Kuyper, Herman Dooyweerd
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w3t QlztolL} Q17ke] Z|TE o] A= S ZA = E3th(Weinberger, 2014: 53-

54). Y9 5H(sphere sovereignty)2 HEE=0](soevereiniteit in eigen kring)o]l st T o]
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3 7holwl o] AsE Q18BN Thet e,

A2 =7tef FHoi| Chelsh AHelS LofRiL|tt 0|22 00| iA[0F 0| M= E7] Of
Tof| LIEfE Ml ate] B2 ZatRiLInt ALt ISl PAts 0] YIS ARl
Y2 2K FZet 20| OfL7| WEYLICE O] FH2 ALRE EXFASLICE 0] FH2
79| EM £0i|, 22| 217t &f2] A& £0f 50 AUSLICE X2 =710 F2H0| WAL H
Ooff EXHUSLICE SHRIZE & 1 SETt =712] a2 &fo| NFet PATHE FYU/lE thiXAt
= OZIGLICE 22{1 Argf2 O S AA| Lo RH9| S EE S OE22M, 5 2|2
Qlat Xt MefS=0| ofate|RAELIEHKuyper, HEfed &, 2020: 36).
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A3 ¥, 2015: 50-51 )
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I|AN A= AZFEIM KoM EXHe| 246t FHS0|L FoSES HOJEL] 0| 3HES I
A9 I, U 2E UGS SHot MASE BAZICE OX2 O1X| 20| Z2|1EE &
bt mf FXH MZEE BIAAZ = Aot 2T & 37t 28, R7MA MY, YMN 4, =2H
T, Zote| GAE U, A HASE AS|A LA|, ANA JEX|, A0 251, 8N E
7F 12|71 Aot AN S0| Axfo| YAl modality)S 2 &A5IT QICE. REl= SHLIEC| AlA|
£ Sofl 0l2fst 3 HEC| &El 2 BuN 22 SYHS 27| 20|, 5t =HE Sk
T 9, CHE QSR SHAZIX| gfon, O LY 2280t 1 1R HE[9] 7[E [0l 2f =T
= =L ZHES T2 A50t e A JAs ARSI of=2ket 710[H=
0718 YAz o2t EECHDooyeweerd, 2415 & 1996: 72-73).

LW ZEE oY FlojH e Y o|E& AlSsHAE ofF 19 Y/dE(modality
theory)x} ¢1dste] Astal e A <4, 2016: 69). EAHEE+= 70|57}

AFAS F2YYE ofafsh 29 JAEEA 7t 4= Jrial FAH o= st} Tt 7}

o|H7} o] 7N BASHH Hx9] A7|ole FYFAES UIHEY] Al &ofl Q= EAE, A
WA 2-g/31 B55 A 50| o3| Hol Y=t ToHZEL of HEof tieji= HjTH o
2 523 Qth EAEY ALES 4 I AAE ofyal, ‘A (autonomy) 2] FHOZA|, o]
Aot A2 HAQ] o, & T4 FQof o3 73?%1% A= Z0E Kolof gtz Aojtt
(Dooyeweerd, +A% 4,199
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7to]H o] GFHE el Th3t 22 Hmo] ot 119 Hsfjol] uE uff Folo] ‘G
o 4377 BEHSITH Zolth Folw7t Gepoleta & gJele 24| 6ol 1)
(family), 2) 1.3](church), 3) 283} of|&(science and art), 4) A/ d€ (economic life), 5) A3

24 (social organization), 6) =+7Hstate)7} A o]th(Mcllroy, 2003: 753). 131 d| o] && Y3t
oz B 4 Q= vijo] 9ot 7Py 18| = AFS| A A (social entity) 2419] A4S 7Hth
I B S QAT Akt ol BANE 52 AFs]9] st Sl Exfstal o] 50] EYRA S Tl
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BEY Y2l FAFHEC| H|uRiT

0

= Zo|th(Van der Vyder, 2001, Chapter

PAPE £ QAT 1A 2Holetn B i
32 10). 3 70|57k G AR AUAA WA £ LA olt 7S BAHQ F3lo]
He OB B 4 At BRI MBE AV O Bol SIS 44 F

Ho| A E = Jg o7 K| g ETH= Zlo|th(Weinberger, 2014: 56 ; Van Til, 2005: 282).

T 0 & 7}o]# 9] =7} (state)ol] Thet 7ido] ErEst & A&l T, 7ho]w 7} Abgl o] 5=
e 7}4 Aot o zRE Hostdal gt 22 BRSHAT, =718 Zigo] AR R
AA7F EE st Aotk 7ol Hrt Wze ARAHRE 272 RE 25k
7 5#7}01] &ohe Z 0% He 495 7] WiZolt). 7ho|H7t =7HEY

E M3 Ao Z Hol7|= kA ZHzke] o] g z=Ho] AL
Hmo}ﬁ} EoHEEE o3t F& et s17] fleiM LA os
2 ARRAAITE A28 (inter-relations) o] 485+ ‘P45 1 GLO] AR AAY FEHA
(intra-relation)ol] 285 A=)’ o] 7 g-& st olst TR 2ES] Zgo
AZteto] Hi 7ho|H o] GAFAE HAR(FLIHRL APARE BF Z3kete)et thE 24719
TAE o 7ido] HaL, SR e A R1te] IA= BaA A7t A85= d9o gt
a1 & 4= Qlth(Mcllroy, 2003: 754).

o2 goFdEe] 424w =71 Jgo] FAIA o thsiA] =Tko] ). 7ho|H= =7}
F FHB YY) 52 (recognition), 2) 7t FH P S] A€ (support), 3) 7 FHF A
resolution of conflict)& 31 JtH(Kuyper, HElE &, 2020: 44-45). 136 &2
B2 9] Frols= BANY T A AR S S5t AR dghs FxFlet], o] Zlo] 7t F4st
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of W 2 A AdE AR QM 277 QAT TS AlEslFoiof 5] wiEol
tHMcllroy, 2003: 755).

Fo2 ‘FH RN &l ARgste Aol AEdA|o] thej M= ool A7]HAL vt +3
ojgt= g2 2] Alste] siijolgtal & 4+ Ql=d], ol ofH7HAIL shbd o] HrjAolal
A1 AshS Argstr] Y13k 7otk 1™ o]dk FHolehE AdS Ml&E A of 485t
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Ths ‘@de (sphere authority) bl F2+= Zo] o Hig Atk A7t AIAE ‘4 ol
= 8017k A %9/d(accountability) &] AAE WHZsh= B0l Rl wHo] AP ok &of= 4
A U= AEY] YAlk= gn|E Y Zsts A ko] 7] wlizolthMcllroy, 2003: 758)
A&7} AsliAls R Heoll B gFaEo] o=t A& E 23] detst=
A o] EAT= sl Itk (Harvey, 2016: 62). GHFHE0] 189 *}QOH et JFES
Agtets =22 AMgE :

= 7] WOl ol= AlsHA Q] ol o] EAIA17 AL & 4 =T
S

shpdel 2 AxstuA Ue dolrnie] AndoRt shide] U o8le ofsha)

H3Y Aot d97dEY SRR Sy 22 HEo] AFHH 1) A B g
o }\]6}01] 71ZE T AMSlo|Eolgts A, 2) YA BE AKE A thd 39 (social pluralist) A%
of A Ath= A, 3) 19417] SRtolgh= FYTH Al7]oll FE A= A, 4) fHol Agske] A7
of B3l AAH Ar2] 2] -2 Aol tiet tf-5- o2 U o] Bolgh= H, 5) YA B A=
Al 7NN A Q1 A2 oF AU A Al ARl Foehs & S8
© 7 U o] Eolgke A 5ol 0|t (Harvey, 2016: 62). HE4
T 7HQ1} =7} Ato] 9] FHAA l(mtermedlate community)7} 17k} Fge lojA F L8ttt
HA Qloks A, =7 d8d8S Alofstaral sl oA 38ds dete A4E A
(Cochran, 2006: 304-305).
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29l (procedural) ZHof o] drxojx] Qltk= Zfo]{ e A A ), =
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1349 A2)E JYFAR] HAF 5 Q= FAH o2 eI} 2L WL Bk At 9
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oA /R A& 7HRAL ool TaA] 1lo] A5 A7etE = A7t A& 4 =, BE4
AgolM= (@2 (b)] A< High wslyolA sidstel= de HolAl HiL, (09 B¢ =7}
9] 7iQJo] 7hest A2 & 4= A=Al tishA B HiEE Hole AEFo] Atkal EA
(Weinberger, 2014: 59-60).
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WIS AXsIFE Aol o, thekst | TAl59] B87/d, T1e|i Akp-et AYTte]
ol Ao ssitt. 1l 7l XA, o W 354 dEs & 4 A st =4,
Edo] Ig%o] n=le gAE FAstal ojd] Fofshes MES 7ML A, olesh S
Ao 2= dBHOE NYAFHRA AEES F= IS st B34 deje d9FdE2
ol5 FRHgsit AR, B34, 95, AUAE 52 Ak B o714 $4& 7HAH 2t
Alo] Zhe Y-S FEahe AFS 2l tks AS AAsI of2fst Ye]E2 AP AR (judicial
restraint) & -l APHRE7F AR ] HE S HEoHA] ghe A At Hos 354 2=t

= Zlo]th(Cochran, 2006: 306).

3.4t

¥4l Moﬂ u@ 949} ze *ﬁ' e AES ofE B A

i}xl Stal 9}—5 A& % o7} gm.
A B3 dEet FAFAE BT =710 S vl At ARE S 5

lC*Eﬂ olg|st SHvto] 2 7ol AAf-F2] (neo-liberalism) 7} 73 E 2He R 9 7]

'% AA = B4A0 Y22 Q8w 7]7L 4ok AAE u=e] 24 A (George W.

7} BE29] 485 B4R 5 AR = =AZ &84 v Q=] o= EEA ¥

g Q9 Ziﬁi % 7}Elth(Vischer, 2001: 104-107). 12Ut B34 Q)= 2he tholo| A 4235}

7 el 97f K 1Ak Aol Basice A2 WFHL LT, 361 7189 X9

=

Ueor B3 dele 7HEE AEAMEY E bE SelEEQ QI7te &4 (human
dignity), ‘AthA’ (solidarity), 8541’ (common good) 52| 7HE} S & D7} Q). thA] &
3 722 ARRIAPEOIA = A2 AR TR S EFTOEN 7] EAS BEstal, A2

|
8:

Aol LEMS Z1et= o] Feshal Bl QIrhHittinger, 2008: 120-125 ; Van

Til, 2008: 619). 0|49 71EE] AEAMES] FQNEES THHCE 34 & wjj B35/ ol o
o 2% o7k Zbs sk 3 5 ek,
e GAFARE ZF0] AEAIS] AA o)A ofshaol STHE71S), 2007 ; AThY,
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A Comparative Study on the Principle of Subsidiarity
and the Theory of Sphere Sovereignty
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