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The Dangers of the Claim ‘“Theology Is Not an Academic Discipline
and Reformed Theological Alternatives

2 Fl 33 Uinkyu Kim)**

ABSTRACT

This paper examines the dangers of the claim "theology is not an academic discipline"
and presents Reformed theological alternatives. While Enlightenment rationalism
significantly influenced natural science development, its dogmatic belief in rationalism,
empiricism, and skepticism severely damaged theology. Three main responses emerged to
this challenge: attempts to validate theology's academic status through historical criticism
or philosophical trends, arguments for separating theology from academia, and efforts
to recognize theology's academic nature from different perspectives. The paper critically
analyzes Jong-hyun Jang's recent claim that "theology is not an academic discipline,"
identifying problems in his views on revelation, theology, and academic disciplines.
Drawing from Herman Bavinck's concept of universal science and his understanding of
revelation, this study proposes an integrative perspective: "Theology/academic discipline
is a systematic study of truth inherent in special and general revelation." This proposition
suggests that both theology and other academic disciplines should primarily study God's
revelation, with general disciplines focusing on general revelation and theology on special
revelation, while maintaining their interconnectedness through the pursuit of truth. This
approach establishes theology as a genuine academic discipline while preserving its unique
characteristics.

Key Words: Theology is not an academic discipline, theology, academic disciplines, Herman
Bavinck, revelation
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THSpinoza, 2021).
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Zeheo] A5k APHe 23E Aol AIH HaE Aol 2T Al A 2o thet 4t
olali elzke] Hz} o] BAHQ Aojeka AZkT SaAES Ao BAHS Aol Mgt

2
=0]9] 25 o)A th(Sedley, 2019: 627-644). ofg] AEEH| A= AdHtheologik ¢ ) 3t Aloj| T
3 L7} opE} AET} A Ao tidt IR B YTH(Menn, 2012: 422-464). & ZTHEY}
ote] Al 0] Ashe A(S)e] B GGt 4 9lek. ol Tel Bepe] Ao
3t 71244 ofsfi= & 7]saol A Alshe =8 wl A9 o= =9lo] H.

Ztf w3] Altfe] wE A AE uhE (Justin Martyr, 100-165)= A8l thsliA] YAIHO = 7|&
SHA = FUATE 119) Algte] tigt o= FEA O R TIE| AR QoA TLE] Al QIZR] o) /o) 9
) AR Gl B Uehd 2IAA o) Ee)l B Ap'eka ojsista g}
(Grant, 1988). & At gloto] Z#|HE (Clement of Alexandria, 150-215)+= Al&to]2t 7jd& ‘Al
A AN} HA 225 Fo AAE shde 24T /ol #3h dqPeks o' olsiAtt
(Osborn, 2005: 111-153).
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LA A0 T a1E] (Gregory of Nazianzus, 329-390)+= AU wE& 5}
Hog =7 7)ofgict. B3] 42Ol thet Z1oi7k Foelie. shidst e dse) BAE A
sh=tl, W= (procession)ol2h= 8015 Ae22 ARERIAL, o] Fujjof el tiet A &

Jat=tl 2A) 71 ek (Wikipedia, "Gregory of Nazianzus").
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3]229] o] A 2El(Augustine of Hippo, 354-430)-2 Al1812] o] & A4
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Axs Ag ARl At tish & o 1< o3| = Fopgtth = Alghs ‘B39 siitd
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of ddatar Qi o] Aske] EHapAltol Algkol tish Ast o7 gt Al o] E AT

2. skE ozt Flelvf?

AT dFS w2 5Y gAY WS o] ofryetal e ), AHg-EE 80
7} WissenschaftQle], o]+ F2 scienceZ G AT AFA o] 3101 g] o r1oF3t academic
disciplines& Z&sh= Tojt}, goj+= sciences(¥}2}) )2 LRSI =

o]9] Wissenschaft= AFQ 78} AL T} Q1RES o} ¢ 2= BE SHE oo 2Z) o]l oA

lru =
B
jab}
S.
a
f’i
ro
Mo
%

8t olrel A4S ZBeH tholo]th® Wissenschafte] T 714 228 9]u]¢l sciencel}l academic
discipline®] 70l 0|5 &ofo that atA|9] Aol AF7H] S-S BA| Eakal Q.

(1) science2A{Q| 32 7
ol9] science= S A|ZH At o] WstE ZAT) o] Troli= 24 ojujal Elo]
sc1ent1a<>ﬂ/\1 safgiom 2thZ ou)9] science= 4 Ml7|ol| A AXHOZ EES gL v
2 WA 5]9tHDear, 2006). Ttf 12 A0)= 2o Frate] ATt A9l 2kl "ol A4k
ol AL olsfishe o] TAS 7ML B8kt Akl thgt olg| AEHEE A0 FE0|
A4 923 B2E 9% EiE 57 FrHLindberg, olFF &, 2009: 53-125). FA] ATl
science7} 2|4 €] A X1 AAE 7H7|= A0z He ol AHEH {tHGrant, 1996).
16~1741719] FeHa L scienceS olalshet], At Wats Bejgct 222, Holz
T 20 QB A A b sk S92 1 el 7122 ASIcBacon
1620 ; Galileo, 1632 ; Newton, 1687 ; Koyr é , 1957). AFA | 94*‘6}2@_ Tpel A Wk 7k A A o]
20]7 Ao] ohe}, AEA R HANE AR ARAO| T Bk AFS| BahA wiet dojA] A

6) Claude.ai, response to "Provide a comprehensive definition of Wissenschaft", October 29, 2024, https://claude.ai/
chat/3dd7407a-10ca-4919-8322-51a42694edf1. 919 W-&-2 Claude.ai 74 Z23= 745 3 A gl 1Hek gest Aojtt
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S 73Z3tcH(Shapin, 1996). 1941719] 21 YA (William Whewell)S ‘Tstap gt= 2-&
o0, 208 A T A ES Tt olux|ckSnyder, 201D

2041|7191 science®] L= of2] Zd|e] M3E FAH L. 18} o] 22 7|E o 2A 7 ¥ (Karl
Popper) 9] ¥t5 7HsAd 7@ Teh4 Fo] A 7hsstal A o= v o Qlojof St
A A GFES 2 E Atk (Popper, 1959). 18k sjz{tiela} Hrgol o &
(Thomas Kuhn)®] #7]2Q1 A= dteha 48] A@zfolil F44<l Jpgoz
s, Tpel o] JlojAl ARRlH, AlEf4] Q19 gk A FTHKuhn, A4S <,
2013: 61-128).

L5 Teto] tiet HH Ao g wolgoixs o= AT gt o 3 Ay, M &
d Y HAEES Fof A AAE et AAA ] HOR olsjE . n] ¥}E} of7H|| (The
National Academy of Sciences, 2008)+= scienceE “A &/Jol| st A|g 7Hsdt g3 o=
aeal o] IS Bl AEE AAe AT 5 e S719 ARETolRAL Hefstal Sl 9—*‘5‘:1}
A2 oJsiatal Rl+= scienced] AFo|& QIESto|U AFS] sk 23] T Alstal A AJA ol
SHgstal = e zA FofHoll M= Algtstal Utk science®] o7t AL A 3tstal 9l
710l o]o] o], R E, thE Pl A AT gteke] Aol tisl] A|52Ql BEEo] WAl itk
(Rosenberg, 2000: 1-6).

(2) academic disciplines(AD)2A{2| &2 Jid
2] =2} o Es #A7} Ql= B o] gt £-0]= academic disciplines¥ Z o]t} o]

rlr

g
o @lplo] A 72 AL ATEE AN ARE T 0|9 TAZe 2, A 7, W
£, 2|4] A7 B49IE|, ADe] Hoje} ol sl Alzko] Aupwia RISk Stichweh, 2001: 13727-

13731).
G o2 ADS| Fde ) 18] A BebA ALY Sabn), 1o A4S PRE o B
oF= #7815 9IrHMarrou, 1982). 2Lt 2tld ou]e] ADE FA4 $1H} 27] 2ulitA A7)

thete) A3t oA B79%E71 AFTHCobban, 1975). Alg-52] Al7]of A4 €] et 43} 4
w=27F 70l & o 213 ADE F/J5HA HUH T4 St B2 57 o]} w=A
2o o3l AFE]THMcClelland, 1980). 194]7]0ll= &3] S} nj=iollA AGtoigh=o] A8
AGAA e HEo] F113}7} o] FoRT) 194]7] %o AYA WS Z ZE2E (Wilhelm von
Humboldt) A7eieh Belle 7t2ds) A79] Sohs Xt o] e A4S 24gs)A g

¢
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Sith(Bavinck, BTEfE &, 2021: 64).
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Tel ) A A stE) S48 BE S Tis) (18R A A8k, 20244 109 199))9]

WIS SRS AR FRUE Bl e ohd A H ol E3 1% 20,

e 198 2 5 ] ol

3
th. 2373 ARt s ol Al A ’;‘4% @fﬂ Algelojet RAge Abd2 ot gl 2ol
T shbEAN 78S sheolA Z1EsiA S2olA EAFA &01 OME}. ﬂ@‘é% QAZE A
A AHESHAA S-ElolA shubd o] TaE Aslaal Aolth 1
Aoje} F3tet vl o] =ob4 Soi9lth(Berkhof, 1988: 115-124). O}Uﬂd%
Al e G FAM FEe 7153 SHAIAL -2 ofA el FAIT —C’rallc—
29 E3|A A AAfo|Al shbde] WS AelA "k dejA] Alskd 3Lyt W e sk Aot 9l

T:TE
7F AR G3HS o AEE o] AN TS ARE Ho|t}). o] BHst ANBO 0 2E el 9l
7

U 2R G 4 Qiol Aol ol Fels 19| AL WY A
16) 15182 o Slel) ZeHEo ol sl Aol

ol 53 STk A1EHS ‘Shpdel ot A B BhlS gho clehs Bt ez g

e
N
i)
30
u)
O
©
fals
X
F

2 Hoke A 24 A8 i
(Bavinck, BFe& &, 2021: 40 ; Gonz a lez, ZIEHE <, 2019)

SFoll A HEERol, Ale2 Aghs thdstAl Aofstal At A A}, 22 Ag A3 g 3
218t 5 Tt Aol thek A of7t EASTh ’\]EU %15%% B3 oS dorb= Aol
© AMdE BT 4 QAT AA] Aol 1= Aol Shud o] AlAT ol 23S 9L §
o HolA Hydt ol mige] Agto] tigt ?L/\]EHX* A8t ool Ui o&sh= AL Agh =9
o | g0 (reductionism) 9] 2570f W 22 obE7}?
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2. Hrg 3o Al =

mpAEr o & v A7t Ashat sHEe] FA TS el Alest Atigt 7] ol TLo] AR o]
th. 719 TAIA] A}, (Philosophy of Revelation)o| A “AlAl= Fu4 7 Q il of gl RE Q)
kel A4} B of-Ee FEAQ AR AL Zot shud S ALl ARHAIA(RFA, AL &F
Aot EEAAN () E Bl LAt AlA e 2AAHY But ofy gt A Ao, H1H Y B
ot o}qa QA0 Ao 7 HYrH(Bavinck, 2018: 3-25). L= ZAFAA S AN S 7= 2o

toll tisl vEs 7, 48t o] oy A= Q17 X[ Aoy BE S Argsh=t,

g Aol2kal FA3IcH(Bavinck, 2018: 26-69). 18] 1L 78t} AN = YA 2
Tl Btk dehA A A% G2 oo X Ao &]&stal Q17| wiFolth A 11 A7} &)
S Q3= A AA Y o Fejekal ot A AlAl= shud ) As), 58, AshE AlAlsh,
AA AAZE QITE A A I3t ETlE Al FstAIRE o] A AAT O B BEEsITHL 2t Q17
27 A AXNE SHEE BT 4= = Tl 9= PRItk 27| wjiEolok(Bavinck, 2018:
70-91). 1 ol Ak A9 SAlole FHhgtolgtal it 7| 5ull] AL BE AAE
o]3j5}= A A S Algsttla Wi=th(Bavinck, 2018: 92-116, 142-163). ZL= Q1A 20] o)A Q1
ko] A A& A AAof eEshH, o] dat M2 HePA o]0l 4T HeER] ghethal Bt
A AL A/ AN} FHAQ 48 & o} Q& bl Btk (Bavinck, 2018: 164-191). &
Ad), vp Ao WEW AX = BE AAE oheE7]o] BE A= 3940 s o]
t}, o= A, AL 17H] Ay olafgt & e EUIE Attt O A4 Ql 7150 AlAIT
& A&kl Al
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